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the
egree of consequence, he, in a conversation with me, had revoking effrontery to say he was not sensible of it1. Johnson was truly zealous for the success of The Adventurer; id very soon after his engaging in it, he wrote the following :tter:
'To THE REVEREND DR. JOSEPH WARTON.
' DEAR SIR,
' I ought to have written to you before now, but I ought to do any things which I do not; nor can I, indeed, claim any merit from .is letter; for being desired by the authours and proprietor of The dventurer to look out for another hand, my thoughts necessarily fixed x>n you, whose fund of literature will enable you to assist them, with :ry little interruption of your studies.
' They desire you to engage to furnish one paper a month, at two lineas a paper, which you may very readily perform. We have con-dered that a paper should consist of pieces of imagination, pictures of e, and disquisitions of literature. The part which depends on the lagination is very well supplied, as you will find when you read the iper.; for descriptions of life, there is now a treaty almost made with i authour and an authouress; and the province of criticism and litera-re they are very desirous to assign to the commentator on Virgil.
' I hope this proposal will not be rejected, and that the next post will ing us your compliance. I speak as one of the fraternity, though have no part in the paper, beyond now and then a motto; but two of e writers are my particular friends, and I hope the pleasure of seeing third united to them, will not be denied to, dear Sir,
' Your most obedient,
' And most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'March 8, 1753.'
The consequence of this letter was, Dr. Warton's enriching e collection with several admirable essays. Johnson's saying ' I have no part in the paper beyond now and en a motto,' may seem inconsistent with his being the authour
1 Malone says that 'Johnson was id of him, but latterly owned that iwkesworth—who had set out a )dest, humble man—was one of ; many whom success in the trld had spoiled. He was latterly,
as Sir Joshua Reynolds told me, an affected insincere man, and a great coxcomb in his dress. He had no literature whatever.' Prior's Malone, p. 441. See fast, April 11 and May 7, 1773, and Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. 3.
of        3 Boswell had read the passage carry on the publication alone, except     carelessly. Statius is mentioned, some casual supplies, till I obtained     but the writer goes on to quote from the gentlemen who have dis-     Cowley, whose Latin lines C. B. tinguished their papers by T and Z,     has translated. Johnson's Works, such assistance as I most wished,'     iv. ro.
